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NCAP Overview

e Natural Capital Assessment
Partnership (NCAP)
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e 30years old!

e Partnership of 9 organisations:
e Warwickshire Wildlife Trust

e 8regional local authorities
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P Overview

Phase | Habitat & Code

B A - Woodland and Scrub e Core remit = survey and gather
W B - Grassland and Marsh .
B C - Tall Herb and Fern ha bltatS data
% D - Heathland )
E - Mire e Phase 1 habitat survey
[0 F - Swamp, Marginal and Inundation .
B G - Open Water deVeloped byJ0|nt Nature

Bl | - Rock Exposure and Waste
J - Cultivated and Disturbed Land
Unsurveyed Area

Conservation Committee

Contains OS5 data © Crown Copyright and database
right 2024. Ordnance Survey ACO00019520. Copyright
of the data remains the property of the Natural
Capital Assessment Partnership for Warwickshire,
Coventry and Solihull.
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Local Wildlife Sites

e 2"d key aspect of NCAP
team work

e Team survey sites with
high wildlife value

Credit April Webb:




Local Wildlife Sites

e Non-statutory sites with high
wildlife value unlike SSSls

e Comprehensive set of sites
valuable locally for nature
conservation

e Some protection from
developmentin local plans

e 694 Local Wildlife Sites

Credit April Webb:




State of Habitats

e Habitats baseline

W ickshire, . . .
Coventry and Solihull's e Extent/rarity of different habitats
State of Habitats 2025

ey B Lorna Gwilliam

e Overall diversity
e Protected sites

https://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/
state-habitats
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Hedgerow Statistics

e 10,377km hedgerow across the
region!

(Would stretch quarter of
the way around the earth!!)

e 99km = species-rich hedgerow

Creq'ff Sarah Barnsley




Hedgerow Statistics

e Not currently being updated.

e Hedgerows as a habitat can
change rapidly.

Creq'ff Sarah Barnsley




Community Survey

Living Boundaries Survey |

suegr o e Online hedgerow survey form

Survey Date
B Tuesday, 17 Jure 3025

e e Survey 123 app

Turteuss, hichgarcn connl s uis g SFI7EDT

TN oo DO e Defra Hedgerow Survey / People’s Trust
ety for Endangered Species Great British
Hedgerow Survey




Community Survey

Living Boundaries Survey |

P e e South Warwickshire Action for Nature
slufn::::::,ﬂJurcE-]ES = NetWO rk (SWAN)

Hedgearow Reference
Turteued, huchgaress coeont g o g 5537527

e Expand surveying programme

Hadge Line Plottar

Cipan tha map and use tha vartax tool to
add your hedgerow line

e Hedgerow survey volunteers

e Looking for people willing to have

i i e e volunteers survey hedgerows on their
land




How will we use the data?

e Update Phase 1 habitats

e |dentify potential Local Wildlife Sites
e Ground-truth remote sensing data

e Share externally

e |dentify appropriate management

Credit Sarah Barnsley
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Hedge Trees

e Managed separately from shrub layer

e Woodland component

e 2230km hedgerow with trees across
Warwickshire
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e Mixture of hedge types / structures =
greater bird abundance and
diversity.

(Hinsley and Bellamy, 2000)




e Mixture of hedge types / structures =
greater bird abundance and
diversity.

(Hinsley and Bellamy, 2000)

e Whitethroats use hedges about
1.5m tall.

e Bullfinches / turtledoves use taller
hedges (4m+)
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(Hedgelink, 2013)




Reptiles

e Food, shelter, moving through
landscape

e Hibernate at hedge base
e Bask on south side of hedge

e Tussocky grass

(Hedgelink, 2013)




Hedgerow Density

e 10km hedge / km? = optimal density
for wildlife.

(Staley et al., 2023)

e 5.6km /km?® across Warwickshire,
Coventry and Solihull.




Summary

e Hedges hugely important for wildlife

e Want structural diversity, e.g. hedge
trees / margin / different hedge heights
& widths

e Rotational management short term and
long term

e Opportunities to be involved in hedge
surveying




References & Resources

Davies, B. Investing in Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). [Online]. 2023. [Accessed 30/07/2024]. URL: naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2023/08/24/
investing-in-sites-of-special-scientific-interest-sssis/

Defra. Hedgerow Survey Handbook (2" ed.). London: Defra, 2007. URL: www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf

Defra. Local Sites: Guidance on their Identification, Selection and Management. London: Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2006.

Hedgelink. How to Manage your Hedges for Grass Snakes. [Online]. 2013. [Accessed 02/12/2025]. URL:
hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/36_grass_snakes_%26_hedges_leaflet.pdf

Hedgelink. The Complete Hedge Management Guide for Farmland Birds. [Online - booklet]. Hedgelink, 2013. [Accessed 27/11/2025]. URL:
https://hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/31_complete_hedge_management_guide_for_farmland_birds_leaflet.pdf

Hinsley and Bellamy. Journal of Environmental Management, 2000, 60(1), pp. 33-49. DOI: 10.1006/jema.2000.0360

JNCC. Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey — A technique for environmental audit, 2010 edition. Peterborough: Joint Nature Conservation Committee, 2010.

Natural Capital Assessment Partnership. Phase 1 Habitat Data layer (2019 Version) [Data set — End User License]. Warwickshire: Natural Capital
Assessment Partnership (previously the Habitats Biodiversity Audit), 2019.

Natural Capital Assessment Partnership. Local Wildlife Sites Data layer (2026 Version) [Data set — End User License]. Warwickshire: Natural Capital
Assessment Partnership (previously the Habitats Biodiversity Audit), 2026.

People’s Trust for Endangered Species. The Great British Hedgerow Survey. [Online]. 2026. [Accessed 12/02/2026]. URL:
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey

Spottitt. Habitat Classification Data for Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull [Data set — with copyright held by Warwickshire County Council]. Spottitt, 2023.
Staley et al. Ecological Solutions and Evidence, 2023, 4(1), pp. 1-7 (€12209). DOI: 10.1002/2688-8319.12209

Woodland Trust. Ancient tree guide 6: The special wildlife of trees. Grantham, Lincolnshire: Woodland Trust, 2009.



http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf
https://hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/31_complete_hedge_management_guide_for_farmland_birds_leaflet.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1006/jema.2000.0360
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey
https://hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/the-great-british-hedgerow-survey

	Slide Number 1
	NCAP Overview
	NCAP Overview
	Satellite data
	Local Wildlife Sites
	Local Wildlife Sites
	State of Habitats
	Hedgerow Statistics
	Hedgerow Statistics
	Community Survey
	Community Survey
	How will we use the data?
	Slide Number 13
	Hedge Trees
	Slide Number 15
	Birds
	Birds
	Reptiles
	Hedgerow Density
	Summary
	Slide Number 21

